Cottage Grove City Council
Work Session Minutes
June 27, 2016

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Thomas Munroe called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm in the Council Chambers at City
Hall.

ROLL CALL

COUNCIL PRESENT: Mayor Thomas Munroe, City Councilors Kenneth Michael
Roberts, Jake Boone, Jeff Gowing, Garland Burback, Amy Slay

and Mike Fleck
ABSENT: None
STAFF PRESENT: City Manager Richard Meyers, City Recorder Trudy Borrevik,

Community Development Director Howard Schesser, City Planner
Amanda Ferguson and Finance Director Roberta Likens

MEDIA PRESENT: None

Community Development Director, Howard Schesser and City Planner, Amanda Ferguson,
briefed the Council on the Floodplain Mapping Project, the Biological Habitat Opinion and the
Flood Damage Prevention Code Update. (See Exhibit “A” attached).

Howard said he and Amanda attended a meeting this afternoon regarding the biological opinion,
part of which was mapping. He said it wasn’t only re-mapping not only the flood areas, but
channel migration, erosion zones and habitat. He said Cottage Grove’s project was on-hold at

this time.

Councilor Fleck asked about a comment Howard made regarding taking steps to not cause
further harm and what was meant by “harm” and asked for an example.

Howard said building and bringing fill in along the river in order to build a subdivision or house,
and filling an area that used to be part of a floodplain where fish habitat occurred.

Councilor Burback said his house was in the greenway and asked if he wanted to do upgrades,
even though they weren’t in the floodplain, would he have to go through all the steps as if his
house were in the floodplain.

Howard said it was only applicable to houses in the floodplain. He said just because someone

didn’t have to have flood insurance didn’t mean they weren’t in the floodplain. He said if
someone didn’t have a federal mortgage they weren’t legally required to have flood insurance.
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Councilor Burback asked about trees on his property and if they had to report it if beavers were
chewing down trees on his property. He also asked what had to be done if large fir trees on his
property fell into the river.

Howard said the City had relocated some beavers that were nuisances with the help of a trapper
and said there was a process to go through. He said as far as the trees falling into the river,
Oregon Fish and Wildlife said to leave them in the river. He said it depended on the size and
flow of the river.

Discussion was held on when permits were required and by which government agency.

Amanda said she and Howard had attended a class, taken the test and were now Certified
Floodplain Managers. She said as part of that training they realized that the City’s Code was out
of date. She said staff was recommending that the City change the current Floodplain
Development Code and replace it entirely with a new section entitled Flood Damage Prevention.
She outlined the process that had been taken to date to change the Code.

There being no further business, Mayor Munroe adjourned the meeting at 6:52 pm.

Trudy Borrevik, City Recorder Thomas C. Munroe, Mayor
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