Good evening. I am Father Stephen Ryan living at 1025 North 19™ Street Cottage Grove
97424, 1 am the Pastoral Administrator of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church.

I speak in favor of the rezoning and density changes requested by Shelter Resources.

To understand Our Lady of Perpetual Help’s decision to support this project, we need to
consider it within the contexts of our faith community’s goals and our history of
involvement in the Cottage Grove community.

The property off 16™ Street was donated in 1969. The last building necessary to fulfill
our parish needs was under construction on existing parish property.

Therefore, parishioners asked the question that we have been asking ever since: how can
we best utilize this property for our financial needs and to assist Cottage Grove?

I have been able to talk with every president of our Pastoral Council between 1969 and
today. Each president stated that the property was seen as a resource to be developed for
financial income for the parish and to provide for some to “be identified unmet need” in
the community of Cottage Grove.,

Over the years, the Parish Councils considered different projects. However, none was
ever pursued to the stage of drawing plans.

In 2006, our council again asked how we ought to be using this property. Once more, we
concluded that we had more property then needed for our parochial purposes.

We, therefore, appointed a committee to research opportunities for the use of the property
which would fulfill the long time held dual goals of creating finances for the parish and
meeting some “unmet need of the Cottage Grove Community.”

In 2007, we were requested by the Saint Vincent DePaul Society director in Eugene that
we consider developing an affordable housing project similar to its Corey Garden
development. Saint Vincent DePaul studies continued to show this was a vital need in
Cottage Grove.

We pursued this possibility with St. Vincent DePaul but were not able to secure the
necessary funding. Therefore, we decided that the best procedure would be to sell the
property to a developer who had experience in building and managing good quality
projects and who could raise the necessary finances. A project quality similar to Cory
Commons remained our conceptual goal.

We always sought to be good neighbors as exemplified by the fact that we extensively
participate in community sharing programs. The Tree of Joy, the Christmas community
food Baskets, for example, use our buildings. Every day local AA programs meet in one
of our buildings. Bi monthly the Akion Club meets on our campus.
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Our parish center is used by Garden Grove service organizations for banquets. The High
School Graduation for the Al Kennedy School, and the Awards Banquet for the Local
Special Olympics Program are held at OLPH. Again this year we will be providing a free
Christmas Dinner for anyone in Cottage Grove.

We desire this project to be another statement of our desire to be good neighbors. We
want this project to benefit Cottage Grove and have worked closely with city departments
to ensure it will bc..

After hearing at the land commission concerns of our neighbors, we hosted a meeting
with them to hear their concerns and to determine if some design changes were possible
to address their concerns. Our architect can speak to this.

The criterion of being a good neighbor led us to carefully evaluate any developer desiring
to participate in this project. Therefore, we did considerable research about Shelter
Resources’ projects.

I personally have visited one in Portland; parishioners have visited one on the Oregon
Coast. We also, wanted to assure that the developer would provide ongoing good
maintenance of the project. We concluded from our visits that this is a high priority for
Shelter Resources.

Shelter Resources gave us the name of the company which would construct and then
manage the project. It has a project close to our property, Cottage Grove Housing.
Consequently, we were able to interview the company’s owner and inspect the project he
built and has managed since 1989. It is very well maintained and managed. It has an on
site manager.

Therefore we are very comfortable offering full support for Shelter Resources’ petitions
for zoning and density changes.

We believe that the council’s approval enabling this project to go forward will benefit
both our parish and the community of Cottage Grove. -

Father Stephen Ryan OSM
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December 10, 2010
To the City Council:

We are members of the Pastoral Council and the Administration and Finance Council of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church.

As leaders in our parish, we have been reviewing the best stewardship use of our total
campus. We have been asking ourselves how to use the land and buildings to provide for
our worship needs; religious education needs; social gathering needs; and also make our
land and facilities available for organizations in Cottage Grove to use.

The piece of property being sold to Shelter Resources was donated to the parish in 1967.
We have spoken with every president of the Parish Council since 1967. Each stated that
at the time the property was donated, the Church had sufficient land and all required
buildings to meet its needs. Each president stated that when they held office, their council
agreed that this property ought to be used for the long term financial benefit of the parish
and to provide for a to be determined social justice need of Cottage Grove. Over the years
many different possibilities were considered. But until this proposed project by Shelter
Resources became a possibility no specific plans were drawn.

Because the proposed project meets our long term goals, we fully support the petition by
Shelter Resources for a rezoning and density change.

We have researched other projects completed by Shelter Resources. As a result of this
research we are convinced that the project will enhance the neighborhood. Additionally
Shelter Resources has shown us documentation indicating that it has a long term legal
obligation to maintain the high quality of this project. In fact, the Shelter Resources’
designated builder who will also be the manager of the project currently manages Cottage
Grove Senior Housing, (since 1989) property which he buiit. Therefore, we were able to
easily evaluate the original quality and continual maintenance of the buildings and
upkeep of the property.

Based on this research, we recommended to the parish that we enter into this contractual
agreement with Shelter Resources and support the requested zoning and density changes
required.
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December 10, 2010
To the City Council:

We are members of the Pastoral Council and the Administration and Finance Council of
Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church.

As leaders in our parish, we have been reviewing the best stewardship use of our total
campus. We have been asking ourselves how to use the land and buildings to provide for
our worship needs; religious education needs; social gathering needs; and also make our
land and facilities available for organizations in Cottage Grove to use.

The pie®e of property being sold to Shelter Resources was donated to the parish in 1967.
We have spoken with every president of the Parish Council since 1967. Each stated that
at the time the property was donated, the Church had sufficient land and all required
buildings to meet its needs. Each president stated that when they held office, their council
agreed that this property ought to be used for the long term financial benefit of the parish
and to provide for a to be determined social justice need of Cottage Grove. Over the years
many different possibilities were considered. But until this proposed project by Shelter
Resources became a possibility no specific plans were drawn.

Because the proposed project meets our long term goals, we fully support the petition by
Shelter Resources for a rezoning and density change.

We have researched other projects completed by Shejter Resources. As a result of this
research we are convinced that the project will enhance the neighborhood. Additionally
Shelter Resources has shown us documentation indicating that it has a long term legal
obligation to maintain the high quality of this project. In fact, the Shelter Resources’
designated builder who will also be the manager of the project currently manages Cottage
Grove Senior Housing, (since 1989) property which he built. Therefore, we were able to
easily evaluate the original quality and continual maintenance of the buildings and

upkeep of the property.

Based on this research, we recommended to the parish that we enter into this contractual
agreement with Shelter Resources and support the requested zoning and density changes
required.
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December 12, 2010
Cottage Grove City Council:

When Les Corey, an active member of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church and
active volunteer with St. Vincent DePaul, passed away, low income housing was built to
assist members of the Cottage Grove community. Corey Commons is a reminder of what
people working together can do to support their neighbors and friends. Once again, Qur
Lady of Perpetual Help is looking at ways to support the working poor and sustain our
parish.

By working with Shelter Resources, we believe that developing property we own on N.
16™ street will accomplish both of these goals. Some neighbors have misunderstood the
purpose of the proposal. No, this is not a half-way house, nor is it housing for recovering
addicts or housing that will not be managed. This development will feature a community
room for social gatherings and meetings, duplexes for working individuals and families
who cannot afford to buy a home. The property will be managed and strict guidelines for
property maintenance will be in place. However, in order to proceed with our plans,
zoning needs to be approved for this project.

Our parish has a wonderful history in this community. Indeed, the Historical Museum is
housed in our first church. We are active participants in Beds For Freezing Nights,
Community Sharing events and often use our facilities to host community events. We are
trying to continue our history of service in this community. We urge you to approve the
appropriate guidelines to allow us to continue with this project.

Thank you for considering the proposal brought forth by Shelter Resources.
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December 10, 2010
To the City Council:

We are members of Our Lady of Perpetual Helps Parish. We support the petition of
Shelter Resources for the zone and density changes necessary for it to build affordable
housing on the back part of our property facing N. 16™ Street.

Over many decades our parish leadership has researched ways in which we can best use
this property for the good both of our parish and the civic community of Cottage Grove.
This project meets both needs.

The sale of the property will provide finances needed for the continual maintenance of
OLPH. It will enable us to continue our partlclpatlon in service programs both within our
faith community and through participating in civic programs assisting people in need. It
will also enable us to continue to provide meeting spaces for community organizations.

The frequent request for help that we received underlies our belief that Cottage Grove is
in need of more affordable housing. The current economic situation has created
affordable housing needs for persons who previously lived in privately owned homes and
now must rent. The Shelter Resources project will provide such needed housing.

This project will transform a non-taxable lot into taxable property which will be
advantageous to the City of Cottage Grove. Through research and consultation we are
certain that the type of housing Shelter Resources will provide will enhance the area.

Thank you for considering our request.
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City Council members:

As members of the Altar Society of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic church, we
wish to make it known that we support the petition of Shelter Resources for the zone and
density changes necessary to build affordable housing on the rear portion of our property
which faces N. 16" Street.

For over forty years many parishioners have looked for ways in which we could make
this piece of property useful for both our church family and our home town. It is our
belief that this project meets that criteria.

The financial gain from the sale of the property will allow us to provide maintenance of
our church campus, and sustain programs necessary for our faith community as well as
others in Cottage Grove who are in need of assistance. It will atlow our Pre School to
operate in a safer manner with the retaining wall Shelter Resources has agreed to build
between their project and our facility.

Some of our parishioners have taken the time to visit other projects built and maintained
by Shelter Resources, and have found them to be very well built, nicely landscaped and
efficiently run. Such a project would be a benefit to Cottage Grove, not only providing
safe, affordable housing, but also by becoming taxable property.

Thank you for considering our request.
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City Council members:

As members of the Altar Society of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic church, we
wish to make it known that we support the petition of Shelter Resources for the zone and
density changes necessary to build affordable housing on the rear portion of our property
which faces N. 16™ Street.

For over forty years many parishioners have Jooked for ways in which we could make
this piece of property useful for both our church family and our home town. It is our
belief that this project meets that criteria.

The financial gain from the sale of the property will allow us to provide maintenance of
our church campus, and sustain programs Decessary for our faith community as well as
others in Cottage Grove who are in need of assistance. It will allow our Pre School to

operate in a safer manner with the retaining wall Shelter Resources has agreed to build
between their project and our facility.

Some of our parishioners have taken the time to visit other projects built and maintained
by Shelter Resources, and have found them to be very well built, nicely landscaped and
efficiently run. Such a project would be a benefit to Cottage Grove, not only providing
safe, affordable housing, but also by becoming taxable property.

Thank you for considering our request.
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COTTAGE GROVE OREGON P.O. Box 351 = Cottage Grove, OR 97424 e Ph: 541-942-2176 » Fax: 541-767-0373

November 11, 2010

Hon. Gary Williams
City Council Members
City of Cottage Grove, OR 97424

Dear Mayor and Council Members —

On behalf of the Board and staff at Community Sharing Program, I encourage you to
consider the current proposal to create low-income housing near Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Catholic Church and to vote in favor of allowing this development.

Community Sharing Program provides rent assistance programs and emergency housing
funds to low-income residents of South Lane County. We see the effects daily of poor
economic conditions in our area as families struggle to maintain housing. Each month,
our housing assistance program receives ten times the number of requests we are able to
serve. More than 2/3 of these households have incomes that are at least 50% of the
federal poverty level. Thus, these families are not totally without financial resources and
most likely would qualify for tenancy at the proposed project. One out of five of our
clients have a high school diploma and at least some post-secondary education, oris a
college graduate.

Maintaining or obtaining housing is one of two Priority Area Outcomes established by
the Lane County Human Services Commission. Homelessness is a terrible experience for
families, especially those with children. It creates barriers to success that are extremely
difficult to overcome and expensive to the community as a whole. By providing
affordable housing in our community, we can keep more families in their own homes
rather than have them live in a car or move from couch to couch.

We urge you to vote to create well-constructed, well-managed affordable housing in
Cottage Grove — a step towards a livable community for all.

Sincerely, Q
Sherry Duerst H1gg1;;sg

Board President
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Presentation to City Council Regarding OLPH Affordable Housing Proposal

Good evening, Mayor, Council members and staff. My name is Lise
Colgan. 1live at 79093 Highway 99 in Cottage Grove. I am speaking in favor of
the proposed rezone as well as the Shelter Resources project that is envisioned
for the property. Although I am employed at Community Sharing Program here
in Cottage Grove, I am speaking as an individual and not on behalf of that
agency. Ibelieve they are submitting a separate letter of support for the
proposed rezone and Shelter Resources project.

For those of you who may be unfamiliar with Community Sharing’s work,
it is a nonprofit agency, funded through government and foundation grants as
well as private donations. It provides assistance to people who meet the income
guidelines (which vary according to the program) with rent assistance, help with
energy bills, food boxes, and various emergency services

The proposed project would help fill a huge gap that exists between the
actual number of affordable housing units in Cottage Grove and the demand for
these units. Let me provide you some perspective on the need for affordable
housing and the sort of people I see in my work at Community Sharing who
need it. Most of the information I am sharing tonight is from County data
sources and reflects services to approximately 1800 households in the
Community Sharing service area, containing some 4800 individuals of all ages,
races and ethnicities, during fiscal year 2009-2010.

B Community Sharing operates exclusively from a waiting list for rental
assistance. The list is opened to new applicants only two days each
month. Despite this extremely restricted window, the housing case
manager gets more than 40 calls on those two days, to fill a maximum of 4
possible openings. Demand for rental assistance is more than 10x ‘
available resources. Much of this demand is driven by the high cost of
housing. The average cost of a 2-bedroom apartment in Cottage Grove is

- $627, an unaffordable rate for families with only one wage-earner (a
situation which is often the case in today’s economy). If this were an
affordable unit, the family could expect to pay $435/month, which would
be much more likely to be within their means.

# The existing affordable housing stock available to non-senior and non-
disabled persons in Cottage Grove is, with one exception, 20 years old at
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least. The one exception — Cory Commons — usually has a waiting list that
is a minimum of 6 months long, and frequently up to a year or even more.

W Despite the fact that median incomes are lower here than in the
Eugene/Springfield areas, according to County data, a one-bedroom
affordable apartment in Cottage Grove actually costs more than a similar
apartment in Springfield, and only marginally less than an apartment in
Eugene. [CG = $350; Spgfld = $325; Eug = $375) One bedroom apartments
are particularly in demand among Community Sharing’s client
households. About 60% of these households are either single adults or
childless couples. These people also have the fewest resources available to
them, since several housing assistance programs and many church-based
programs only help families with children.

B Affordable housing for seniors and disabled persons is similarly scarce,
with waiting lists of 12 months or more at each of the five subsidized
apartment buildings in town. '

Thus, there is a documented need for, and shortage of, available affordable
housing units in the Cottage Grove area for persons of all ages.

Opponents of this project have expressed concerns about who would live in
the development that OLPH seeks to sponsor. They portray them as homeless,
jobless, shiftless, drug-abusers and criminals. [ would assume that many of
Community Sharing’s clients will be interested in applying for these units when
they become available. So let me share with you what these households really
look like, not what fear and prejudice assume they look like.

@ Almost half of Community Sharing’s client households are renters, nearly
a third are homeowners. Less than one-third are homeless. [Please keep
in mind that “homeless” is a very broad term, and includes people who
may not be living on the street, but do not have stable, long-term housing,
including young adults who are staying with friends or family.]

B 2/3 of Community Sharing’s clients” households report having income,
and approximately 40% would meet or exceed the income guidelines that
this development will require. Less than 5% are on “welfare” (TANF or
General Assistance). :
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B Almost half (46%) of Community Sharing’s adult clients are high school
graduates, and nearly ¥4 have at least some college education. Iam, sadly,
seeing more and more people with college-level and even postgraduate
degrees coming into our office for assistance.

These are our neighbors, our relatives, our family members. It is not “us vs.
them” because all of us know, or employ, or perhaps are related to someone who
needs housing, but cannot afford it through no fauit of their own.

I hope you will look at the facts of this application and not be swayed by
emotion or unsubstantiated opinions. Iurge you to approve the application
before you. '
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